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crossed the Baltic and launched out into adven-
tures on German and Polish soil, to the south of
that sea.
He was occupied in fighting his cousin, the
Catholic King of Poland, (upon whose throne he
was himself a usurper,) when his reputation
reached the ears of the great French Prime
Minister, Richelieu.
Richelieu had that  quality which  one  con-
tinually finds throughout history in men who
decide the course of international affairs success-
fully.    He could foresee the results of character.
It is true that Gustavus Adolphus had already
given proofs of talent, but on a small scale and
in   a  small   field.    Richelieu had gambled,   if
gambled be the right word, on the chance of
Gustavus proving to be what, in fact he did
prove to be, a captain of the first rank.    Richelieu
sent an agent to approach Gustavus during his
Polish war and to offer him money on a large
scale if he would direct the attack on Ferdinand,
who was in the midst of his hitherto successful
experiment of recapturing Germany and estab-
lishing the power of the Emperor over the cities
and smaller states.    The  first offer  Richelieu
made to Gustavus was high:  three big tubs of
gold.    Gustavus (who is always represented to
us as the champion of ideal causes) held out for
five.    Richelieu was determined to secure his